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The HAPPENINGS

JANUARY 6 - 12, 2023

Our Mission: “To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by
making Worship a priority, extending an intentional Invitation, Nurturing Godly
friendships, committing to Grow spiritually, and making a difference by Serving others.”

Sunday, January 8th

9:30 and 11:00 am

Holy Communion and John Wesley’s
Covenant Service

Sunday, January 8, 2023 │ Baptism of the Lord
“Renewing Our Covenant” │ 2 Kings 23:1-3, 21-24
In 1775, John Wesley introduced a covenant service as an important part of spiritual life in the
Methodist Societies. This renewal service was a time for the Methodists to gather annually in a
time of self-examination, reflection, and dedication, wholly giving up themselves and renewing
their covenant with God. Repentance through confession and commitment was a key focus of
the service, demanding humility from those willing to submit themselves to the dynamic words
stated within the liturgy. The covenant renewal service is a practice that continues in churches
and Christian communities today, often near the beginning of the new year. It has undergone
many revisions and adaptations, but its purpose as an evocative ceremony of commitment to
ongoing discipleship and Christ-like character has always remained intact

Please Join Us for Worship
In-Person or On-Line
9:30 AM │ 11:00 AM
www.bethlehemfirstumc.org

~2~

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
House of Bread Food Pantry

Saturday, January 7
9:30 am House of Bread Food Pantry

126

Sunday, January 8
12:30 pm Hand and Foot Card Playing

128

5:00 pm Disciple 1

128

5:30 pm Honeysuckle Drive Group

123

5:30 pm The Gospel on the Ground

127

Monday, January 9
4:00 pm Book Art Group

A heartfelt thank you to all who generously
supported our Reverse Advent Calendar drive. Our
families will have many essential extras to choose
from for the next couple of months.
Our next Food distribution
day is Saturday, January 7th,
from 9:30 - 11:30 p.m.
Please be in prayer as our
volunteers minister to our
neighbors.

123

Tuesday, January 10
8:30 am Travel Club-Presidential Library
6:00 pm Prayer Group
6:00 pm Serve Mtg.

Chapel
128

Wednesday, January 11
9:00 am Crochet Group
10:00 am Experiencing God

6:00 pm Crochet Group

128
124

128

Hand and Foot Card Playing

123

Join the fun this Sunday, January 8, following the 11
o’clock worship service for food, fellowship, and
play Hand and Foot. We would love to have you join
us for the afternoon in Room 128. Bring a favorite
dish to share. Want to know more about this fun
game?
Contact Ron Agnew, 706-491-9211,
ragnew0550@gmail.com.

6:30 pm Life Group Meets @ El Real

Thursday, January 12
6:30 pm Honeysuckle Drive

Friday/Saturday, January 13/14
8:00 pm Rooted Youth Lock-In

Ladies’ Retreat │ March 3 - 5, 2023
Who doesn’t love a warm drink and chocolate!! Let’s
get away for a weekend on the mountain in Bryson
City, NC where we can enjoy both along with
amazing fellowship as we delight in God’s goodness
and grace. Cost is $130 for lodging and supplies.
Space is limited to 16 ladies so reserve your spot now
with a $65 deposit (checks to BFUMC & marked
Ladies’ Retreat). For question, please email:
Amanda Brannon │ abrannon16@gmail.com or
Andrea Tyler │ andrea@georgiafan.com
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Winter Grow Groups Are Here !

See pages 5, 6, and 7 for complete descriptions, or online at
linktr.ee/bfumc (Winter Groups). Please note, the following two classes begin this Sunday, January 8 and
Thursday, January 12.
Begins Sunday, January 8th
at 5:30 PM. Room 127.

Begins Thursday,
January 12th at 5:00 PM.
Room 123.
See page 5 for
complete details.

See page 4 for
complete details.

January Collection
The holiday season is over, but the fight against hunger is a
year-round campaign. Your generosity, whether purchasing
extra items to bring in when doing your regular shopping, or
making a financial donation, earmarked specifically for the
purchase of food items for the House of Bread, is what keeps
our food pantry operational. Thank you for loving your
neighbors in such a tangible way.
Winter can be a particularly harsh time of year. During the
month of January, help us warm up our families with the
following:
Canned Soups
Canned Stews
Cornbread Mix
Canned Chili
Macaroni and Cheese.

FOOD PANTRY

Family Promise
Our Family Promise Host Week is coming February 5 - 12, 2023. The
static host site is Milledge Avenue Baptist Church (1690 S. Milledge Avenue, Athens 30605). Even though the guests are not coming to our church,
your help is still needed to volunteer at the static site in order to ensure that
the guests are safe and have the support they need.
Volunteers are needed for evening and overnight hosts, and dinner hosts. Sign up through linktr.ee/bfumc
(Family Promise), or sign up on the Family Promise sheets on the blue Mission wall in the Stars Café.
Here is a link to a YouTube video showing the facilities for the static site: https://youtu.be/lkPWspSkbcE. it
will answer most of your questions about the facility and the set-up there.
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. Thanks in advance for being the hands and
feet of Christ to the families we will be serving!
Brent Bohanan, Family Promise Coordinator │ 770-826-4638 │ brentsbohanan@windstream.net
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Winter Grow Groups Are Here !
Deep, supportive friendships. People who care about and pray for you. Learning more about God, the Bible,
and faith. Learning to live life well. If any of these things appeal to you, then check out our Grow Groups
below! Scholarships for books are available. If you are interested in leading a group, have questions about
the groups, or need a scholarship, please contact Pastor Megan at megan.gomez@bethlehemfirstumc.com.

Sunday Morning Groups—Resumes January 8th.
Friendship Class—9:30 AM. Room 123 A & B.
Singles and couples welcome. This is a lecture-style
teaching class based on the Wesley Bible Curriculum.

Sign Up & Learn
(Winter Grow Groups)

Just Say Jesus—10:45-11:30 AM. Room 125.
A diverse group across multiple stages of life. Lessons are always Biblically centered and taught with
humor, interesting historical perspectives, and life applications. There is also plenty of lively
discussion!
Shared Journey—9:30 AM. Room 128 A & B.
A group of men and women that aim to grow in their faith together through Bible study, Christian
fellowship, and sharing life’s experiences.
Wesley Class—9:30 AM. Room 101.
A place for senior adults to connect and study the Bible together. All senior adults are welcome in this
curriculum- based class!

Sunday Night Groups
Band of Brothers: A Men’s Group—Begins January 22nd at 5:30 PM. Conference Room (Room 114)
Join Pastor Frank in watching the HBO series Band of Brothers together and follow the legendary E
Company, 2nd Battalion, 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment of the 101st Airborne Division through
their experiences in World War II. Please note that the series deals with war. It is rated R. It is not the
violence that is the focus, but how the series of battle, heroism, and sacrifice may be stirring your
heart to show you who God is calling you to be.
This is a 10 week study. Childcare is available. See Pastor Frank for your book.
The Gospel on the Ground: The Grit and Glory of the Early Church in Acts—Begins January 8th at 5:30 PM.
Room 127.
Join Pastor Beth in a 7 week study of Kristi McLelland’s The Gospel on the Ground: The Grit & Glory of
the Early Church in Acts. The Gospel on the Ground is the story of how Jesus’ message of hope &
reconciliation began to spread from Jerusalem and how it’s still spreading like wildfire today. Along
the way, we’ll learn that the kingdom of God is always on the move, offering purpose and joy to
those longing for true fulfillment. And you’ll come to understand the part you are meant to play in
the redemptive story God continues to write through your life today.
Please note child care will not be available until Sunday January 22nd. For questions, please contact
Pastor Beth at beth.dickinson@bethlehemfirstumc.com or 404-483-8760.
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Help is Here: Finding Fresh Strength and Purpose in the Power of the Holy Spirit—Begins January 22nd at
5:30 PM. Room 124.
Now more than ever, we’re weary from the loads we carry and the challenges we face. We have
questions we cannot answer and problems we cannot solve. We never expected to grow so tired so
quickly. Help is Here by Max Lucado teaches us more about who the Holy Spirit is, and reminds us
that our Good Shepherd doesn’t just feed us; he leads us. He does more than correct us; he directs
us. No more walking this path alone. No more carrying weight you were not intended to bear. It’s
time for you to enjoy the presence of the Holy Spirit and experience the vigorous life he offers.
This is a five week study led by Pastor Megan. Childcare is available. Open to all adults.
Honeysuckle Drive—Begins January 8th at 5:30 PM. Room 123 A.
Interested in a casual, down-to-earth women’s group that’s all about being your imperfect self
while passionately pursuing Jesus? Then you might just love Honeysuckle Drive, a brand new 12week devotion written by a local author. You can check out more from the author herself, Amy
Bowdoin, at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4x3D6P-tBTU. If you are interested in joining this
group, contact Amber Wigley at amber.wigley@bethlehemfirstumc.com. Please note childcare will
not be available until January 22nd.
Kidz Choir—Begins January 22nd at 5:30 PM. Meets in the Fellowship Hall.
Make a joyful news and have lots of fun when you sign up your child for the Kidz Choir. For more
information contact Trish Johnson at trish.johnson@bethlehemfirstumc.com or William Collins at
william.collins@bethlehemfirstumc.com.

Disciple 1: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study—Began August 7th. 5:00-7:00 PM. Room 128.
This 34 week overview of the Bible draws upon the work of scholars, personal Bible study, and
dynamic group discussion to help participants grow in their understanding of the Bible.
This group is now closed.
Weekday and Weeknight groups
AM Crochet Group-- Room 128 A & B. Meets Wednesdays at 9:00 AM.
Join a caring group of women as they make hand crafted items for mission and ministry. All
experience levels, including beginners wanting to learn crochet, are welcome.
Book Art Group— Room 123 A & B. Meets Mondays from 4:00 PM- 7:00 PM. Begins January 9th.
Interested in learning a new art form? Join this group to learn how to cut and fold book pages to
make one of a kind art! Classes are $10 each and all supplies are provided.
Honeysuckle Drive—Begins January 12th. Thursday Evening 6:00-7:30 PM. Room 123 A.
Interested in a casual, down-to-earth women’s group that’s all about being your imperfect self
while passionately pursuing Jesus? Then you might just love Honeysuckle Drive, a brand new 12week devotion written by a local author. You can check out more from the author herself, Amy
Bowdoin, at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4x3D6P-tBTU. If you are interested in joining this
group, contact Amber Wigley at amber.wigley@bethlehemfirstumc.com.
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Ladies’ Bible Study—Room 127l. Meets Thursdays at 9:00 AM. Begins January 19th.
Have you ever thought that something in life needed to change? What if that something was you?
Join with a diverse group of ladies seeking to grow in their faith. This January we will begin a new
study called Lord, Change Me by Evelyn Christenson. Lord Change Me outlines seven methods of
real, inside-out change as well as ways to check to be sure it is God who is doing the changing. All
ladies welcome!
Prayer Group—Tuesday nights at 6:33 PM in the courtyard or chapel, depending on weather.
A wonderful group that seeks to be Spirit-led as they pray for our church, our community, and our
world. All adults welcome.
PM Crochet Group— Room 128 A & B. Meets Wednesdays at 6:30 PM. Begins January 11th.
Join a caring group of women as they make hand crafted items for mission and ministry. All
experience levels, including beginners wanting to learn crochet, are welcome.
Transformation: A Life Group—Room 124-- Wednesday nights at 6:30 PM. Begins January 18th.
A supportive group that seeks to do life together in the best Wesleyan small group tradition. All
adults are welcome.
Young Adults—Begins Sunday, January 22
Singles and couples aged 18-35 are welcome to join this fun, Jesus-seeking group! Contact Matt
Brown for more information at matt.brown@bethlehemfirstumc.com.
Miscellaneous Groups
Chancel Choir—Choir Room. Meets Wednesday nights at 6:30 PM beginning January 11 th.
Join the chancel choir and sing the Lord’s praises! The chancel choir sings at our 11:00 traditional
service and typically practices on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings. Contact our choir
director, William Collins, for more information at willilam.collins@bethlehemfirstumc.com.
Hand and Foot Card Playing—Join this group for food and card games every 2nd and 4th Sunday following
the 11:00 service.
Handbell Choir—Begins in February.
Join the handbell choir and ring praises to the Lord! Ringers will be divided into a group by age and
ability. Groups meet Sundays 3:00-4:00 pm, 4:00-5:00 pm, and Tuesday 6:30-7:30 pm. Contact
Jenny Smith with questions at jandjsmith1102@gmail.com.
Hiking Group—Newcomers and experienced hikers welcome to join in this group, which offers monthly
hikes with a devotional. Contact Amber Wigley with more information at
amber.wigley@bethlehemfirstumc.com.
Travel Club—Looking for trips both local and further afield? Join the travel club! Different trips offered
every month. Contact Wanda Doster for more information at wjdoster@windstream.net.
United Women in Faith—3rd Tuesday of every month at 1:00 PM—Room 128 A & B
A service and mission-oriented group for women. All women welcome!

Sign Up & Learn

(Winter Grow Groups)
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Prayer Concerns
Sunday, January 1, 2023
Atkins, Dan – extreme weakness and pain
Baileys Relationship
Barnes, Nancy
Bell, Family of Bryan
Bowman, Kenny – blood disease.
Boyd, Evelyn – broke foot.
Brown, Scott
Cavnor Family
Davis, Cindy – breast cancer
Ellis Family – Josh’s mother moved into assisted living
Haynes, Kevin – sudden death of girlfriend, age 52. Had
heartattack on 12/16 (Diana Gregerson’s son)
Joelle – her heart, she had to put down her cat with cancer and
two horses
Kelley, Betty – fell and broke ankle
Knight, Martha – Brother James passed away and buried on
December 29th. Sister Marion passed away on December
23rd. Service not yet scheduled.
Lankes, Mike – throat cancer
Mayfield, Melissa – on-going health issues
Miranda, Theresa
Moon, Terry – grade 2 muscle tear healing in leg
Moss, P.J.
Murphy, Dora Mae – recovering from gallbladder surgery
(John Murphy’s mother)
Murphy, Paul – in hospital with fever (John Murphy’s father)
Nash, Robbie Cash – (Jill Cash’s mother)
Parker, Allen
Pryor, Mikayla – safe travels for family friend, Shelby.
Schultz, Tess – peace and comfort as we mourn the loss of our
beloved cat Tommy
Sharae – healing of her wounds – new home health care giver to
help her
Sirleaf, Miatta – pray for grandson and daughter, renewal of
faith
Smith, Bruce & Linda, Allison
Smith, Doug & Judy
Turpin, Nancy – friend facing cancer
Welch, Olivia
White, Earlene – recovering from auto accident
Wilmoth, DeAnne – home from hospital, but recovering
Witherspoon, Mr.

To receive prayer updates and notices
for e-prayers, contact
Karen Whitehead 770-867-3727,
karen.whitehead@bethlehemfirstumc.com.

Ongoing Requests
Alcorn, Shirley – breast cancer
Allen, Tyler
Bell, Charles – eye issues
Booth, David– cancer
Cox, Billy
Dawson, Ed & Family –cancer (Marlene Kilburn’s
brother)
Dean, Jamie– breast cancer
Dillard, Tonya
Helmers, Lois– severe back pain
Luenzmann, Bettie
Massey Family– health issues
Novak, Lora– bone cancer
Ramos, Aldo–leukemia (son-in-law of Dolores Eckel’s
daughter)
Happy New Year

I do not know, I cannot see
What God’s kind hand prepares for me.
Nor can my glance pierce through the haze
Which covers all my future ways.
But yet I know that over it all
Rules He who knows the sparrow’s fall.
I know the Hand that me has fed
And through the year my feet has led.
I know the everlasting arm
That has upheld and kept from harm.
I trust Him as my God and guide,
And know that He will still provide.

So, at the opening of the year
I banish care and doubt and fear.
And clasping His kind hand I pray
To walk with God from day to day.
I’ll give God glory along the way
For it is He who deserves my praise.
Farewell, Old Year, with goodness crowned,
A hand divine has set thy bound.
Welcome the New Year which shall bring
Fresh blessings from my God and King.
—Author Unknown
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Our HomeBound
Please feel free to send them a card or note and let them know they are in your thoughts and prayers.

Abbett, Terry & Suda .................... 770-307-0883
709 Westbury Dr.
Bethlehem, GA 30620
Alcorn, Shirley Spouse: Tom ......... 678-227-2914
147 Thorn Brook Rd.
Bethlehem, GA 30620
Allen, Hazel ..................................... 678-900-1127
Oak Pointe Room 4
208 Memory Lane
Winder, GA 30680

Odum, Jane...................................... 770-867-2256
422 Aberdeen Way
Winder, GA 30680
Partee, Mary Nell, Spouse: John ..... 770-867-9784
217 Carl Bethlehem Rd.
Bethlehem, GA 30620
Robertson, Mary ............................. 404-822-9632
2895 Pebble Brook Dr.
Buford, GA 30518

Boyd, Evelyn & JP .......................... 770-867-9551
16 Joseph St.
Bethlehem, GA 30620

Ridgeway, Sheryl, Spouse: Wayne . 770-307-7196
11 Joseph St., PO Box 47
Bethlehem, GA 30620

Chaffin, Patty .................................. 912-754-2402
133 Brookstone Way
Rincon, GA 31326

Rogers, Carolyn .............................. 770-361-4737
3680 Apalachee Ridge
Monroe, GA 30656

Haralson, Evelyn............................. 770-466-0550
Riverside Healthcare
5100 W. Street
Covington, GA 30014

Thompson, Rachel .......................... 770-867-9518
107 Sunningdale Dr.
Winder, GA 30680

Harrison, Carolyn........................... 470-209-7685
Gateway Gardens
138 Gateway Lane
Bethlehem, GA 30620
Kelley, Betty .................................... 770-867-2251
422 Aberdeen Way
Winder, GA 30680
McCauslan, Harriet ........................ 678-520-5692
755 Epps Bridge Pkwy., Apt. 221
Athens, GA 30606
Morris, Bobbie ................................ 678-447-9670
774 Exchange Mill Place
Dacula, GA 30019

White, Earlene ................................. 404-990-1666
1050 Octavia Ct.
Winder, GA 30680
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Our Clergy

Our Staff

Rev. Frank Bernat, Senior Pastor
770.867.3727, ext. 23
frank.bernat@bethlehemfirstumc.com

Office Phone # ............................................ 770.867.3727

Rev. Beth Dickinson, Associate Pastor
770.867.3727, ext. 22
beth.dickinson@bethlehemfirstumc.com
Rev. Megan Gomez, Associate Pastor of
Discipleship & Spiritual Formation
770.867.3727, ext. 20
megan.gomez@bethlehemfirstumc.com

Accounts Manager (temporary), Belinda Agnew.......... ext. 19
belinda.agnew@bethlehemfirstumc.com
Children Ministries Director, Trish Johnson ................. ext. 18
trish.johnson@bethlehemfirstumc.com
Custodian, Anissa Sullivan .............................................. ext. 15
anissa.sullivan@bethlehemfirstumc.com
Executive Assistant, Karen Whitehead ........................... ext. 11
karen.whitehead@bethlehemfirstumc.com
Facilities Manager, William Collins ............................... ext. 12
william.collins@bethlehemfirstumc.com

Minister of Music
Rev. William Collins
william.collins@bethlehemfirstumc.com
Pianist, Katrina Wilson
pbp4katie@gmail.com
Technical Director, Adam Wolfe
adam.wolfe@bethlehemfirstumc.com

Fitness/Rec Director, Anissa Sullivan ............................ ext. 15
anissa.sullivan@bethlehemfirstumc.com
Preschool Director, Lizzy Sheffield .................... 770.867.3724
lizzy.sheffield@bethlehemfirstumc.com
Student & Young Adult Ministry
Director, Matt Brown ............................................... ext. 25
matt.brown@bethlehemfirstumc.com

709 Christmas Avenue │ Bethlehem, GA 30620
770-867-3727
info@bethlehemfirstumc.com

Church Office Hours
Monday thru Thursday ~ 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Friday ~ 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

www.bethlehemfirstumc.org

you can also find
bfumc happenings & events
at www.linktr.ee/bfumc

